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The quality of education provided in Hampton Roads will determine future economic suc-

cess in this region. Improved educational outcomes enable a higher quality of life for the res-

idents of Hampton Roads. 

High school education is important to individual residents, as workers with high school 

equivalence have lower unemployment rates and higher wages than those who do not attain 

that level of education. Furthermore, concentrated pockets of low education achievement 

have a negative impact when localities fail to effectively educate residents. Over the past dec-

ade, Hampton Roadsô graduation rate has steadily grown, reflecting progress in the regionôs 

school systems. In 2019 and 2020, Hampton Roads outpaced the Commonwealth with high-

er graduation rates. 

College education plays a strong role for the entire regionôs growth prospects. The share of 

college educated workers is closely related to income growth, so Hampton Roads needs to 

continue to support educational institutions in the region and work with them to ensure that 

each localityôs high school graduates are ready to pursue post-secondary education. 

The final two figures in this section examine government financing, as the financial burden 

of education has been spread among the federal, state, and local governments for many 

years. That burden has shifted, as the stateôs contribution for education funding has fallen 

from 58% regionally in 2000, to 41% in 2020, while the local burden has increased from 34% 

to 40% over that same time period. The slight rebound of real education funding per pupil 

observed in 2015 has persisted throughout the region and state over the past five years, sig-

naling a move in the direction of pre-recession levels for the students of the Commonwealth. 

Several of the indicators in this section include data from the first year of the COVID pan-

demic, which heavily impacted public school enrollment in Fall of 2020. There were steep 

declines, especially in early childhood education enrollment, but graduation rates remained 

high, signaling parents keeping their high-school aged children enrolled but behaving more 

cautiously with pre-K and kindergarten aged students.  

Education in Hampton Roads 
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Figure 10.1 Graduation Rates in Hampton Roads and Virginia 

Figure 10.2 Enrolled Students in Hampton Roads 

Why is it important? 

The number of enrolled students 

serves as one method of measur-

ing population change. The trend 

of school enrollments also helps 

identify future education needs in 

the region. 

 

How are we doing? 

While public school enrollment in 

the state has slowly grown, the 

region has seen a gradual decline 

in the number of students en-

rolled in public schools, starting 

in the 2005-2006 school year. 

COVID-19 had a significant im-

pact on Fall 2020 enrollment, de-

clining regionally by 4.6% from 

the previous Fall; 3.5% statewide. 

Why is it important? 

Graduation rates are a reflection 

of a school systemôs ability to re-

tain and educate students. High 

graduation rates prevent unedu-

cated residents from becoming a 

social burden and contribute to a 

more educated workforce and an 

increased quality of life. 

 

How are we doing? 

In 2020, the Hampton Roadsô on-

time graduation rate was 92.9%, 

rising above that of the Common-

wealth for the second year in a 

row. 2020 saw the highest on-

time graduation rates in both 

Hampton Roads and Virginia in 

20 years. 

Source: Virginia Department of Education, HRPDC 

Source: Virginia Department of Education, HRPDC 
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Figure 10.3 Percent of Population Attaining  

High School Equivalency or Greater 

Figure 10.4 High School Equivalence Attainment in Hampton 

Roads and Reference Metro Areas 

Why is it important? 

An educated workforce has prov-

en to be an excellent path to eco-

nomic growth and allows for 

greater flexibility in the regional 

labor market. 

 

How are we doing? 

The regionôs  population has al-

ways outperformed the nationôs as 

a whole in terms of achieving 

basic levels of education. A greater 

share of the regionôs population 

has attained at least high school 

equivalency as a result of the mili-

tary, as well as strong employ-

ment opportunities that bring ed-

ucated individuals to Hampton 

Roads. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, HRPDC 

Why is it important? 

Measuring education attainment 

in Hampton Roads as compared 

to the regionôs reference metro 

areas gives an indication of its 

economic performance. Where 

there are concentrations of indi-

viduals with low levels of educa-

tional attainment, there is often 

urban decline and lower home 

values. 

 

How are we doing? 

Hampton Roads ranks eleventh in 

high school equivalence attain-

ment among metropolitan areas 

with populations between 1 and 4 

million.  

Source: American Community Survey, HRPDC 
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Figure 10.5 College Attainment in Hampton Roads 

and Reference Metro Areas 

Figure 10.6 Population with Professional and Advanced Degrees  

in Hampton Roads and Reference Metro Areas 

Why is it important? 

Graduate degrees are often used 

as a proxy for both productivity 

and innovation and indicate a re-

gionôs capacity for high level 

growth. 

 

How are we doing? 

Hampton Roads ranks 21st  

among its 39 reference MSAs in 

terms of population with a gradu-

ate or professional degree, and 

13.3% of the regionôs residents 

have obtained advanced degreesð

slightly higher than the national 

average of 12.8%. 

 

Why is it important? 

College attainment in a region has 

been shown to have an impact on 

income within that region, with 

higher levels of college attainment 

causing faster income growth for 

the entire population. 

 

How are we doing? 

Roughly 33% of the Hampton 

Roads population has at least a 

college degree, equal to the gen-

eral U.S. population. Hampton 

Roads ranks 27th among the 39 

metro areas with populations be-

tween 1 and 4 million. 

Source: American Community Survey, HRPDC 

Source: American Community Survey, HRPDC 
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